From Mark Larsen 10/18/2007 6:39 PM 

Dear family and friends,

 

Cynthia and I flew to San Antonio last Thursday and were able to spend the weekend with Chris and Jessica.

 

When we arrived late Thursday we immediately went to the Fisher House where they have been living since Chris was discharged from the hospital. We were so excited to see them and Christopher came outside the house to give us a hug, a real hug for the first time since he was wounded....

 

In the 8 weeks since he was hurt, he has made extraordinary progress with both hands; we went with him to his daily therapy session with the ocupational therapists on Friday morning inside of Brooks Medical Center; you sit around a large rectangular table with 3-4 other wounded warriors who are subjected over a two hour period to various exercises to stimulate their joints, ligaments, tendons, etc. on their hands, arms and shoulders to bring them as close to possible back to normalcy. It is painful just to watch how hard these young people push themselves and their atitude is remarkably positive despite the remaining obstacles some will face for life.

 

Chris has pushed himself very hard to keep scar tissue from forming as well as to bring his fingers/hands back to as much motion/capability as possible. His left hand has nearly healed and the medical team expects a full recovery. His right hand remains a challenge although in the past month Chris has been able to go from 5 degrees of movement in bending his right hand back to 40 degrees. His right wrist is still broken and time will tell whether additional surgery is needed or not.

 

The actor Denzell Washington recently visited Brooks as well as the Fisher house where Chris and Jessica are living, and nearing the end of his tour, asked what he could do to help. Told about the wonderful aspects of the Fisher house, on the spot he apparently pulled out his checkbook and wrote a check to cover the full cost of building another house! Unfortunately you will not see these types of stories in many national papers or magazines....

 

So Chris continues to get excellent care from the medical and rehab team and wonderful loving support from Jessica and importantly, your prayers. We are convinced more than ever that the power of prayer has had a powerful role in Chris' recovery.

 

His major worry is the troops he has left behind. Think of them as well as their 160,000 colleagues and do whatever you can to remember them as well as acknowledge the sacrifices they and their families are making for our freedoms and safety....

 

Again thank you for all of your support!

 

Mark and Cynthia

